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Upper Colorado River Basin Precipitation
October 1999- July 2003
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76 % of the months are below average
50 % of the months are below 70% 



Droughts - Colorado River
Natural Flow

(Average Natural Flow 15.0 maf)

• 1931-1935 5 years 11.4 maf
• 1953-1956 4 years 10.2 maf
• 1959-1964 6 years 11.4 maf
• 1988-1992 5 years 10.5 maf
• 2000-2003* 4 years 10.5 maf

* Estimated

Years             Duration          Average Flow



 Lake Powell Water Surface Elevations
1980 through Present
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Four Years of Drought

• WY 2000 62 percent of average
• WY 2001 59 percent of average
• WY 2002 25 percent of average
• WY 2003 52 percent of average*

* Estimated

Lake Powell Unregulated Inflow 2000-2003



 Lake Powell Unregulated Inflow
Water year 2003
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Water Year 2002 Lake Powell 
Unregulated Inflow

 Lake Powell Unregulated Inflow
Water year 2002
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 Lake Powell Unregulated Inflow
Water years 2000, 2001, 2003
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2003 Upper 
Colorado

Apr–Jul Inflow

Flaming Gorge – 40 %

Blue Mesa – 60 %
Navajo – 39 %

Lake Powell – 49 %



Lake Powell Releases
Based on August, 2003 Inflow Projections
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Lake Powell Water Surface Elevations
Based on August, 2003 Inflow Projections
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